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"Beally I do not know whether to thank most Frank
Millet, who first put it into my rather dense head that we
ought to have a great artist to design these medals, or to
thank you for consenting to undertake the work. My dear
fellow, I am very grateful to you, and I am very proud to
have been able to associate you in some way with my ad-
ministration. I like the medals immensely; but that goes
without saying, for the work is eminently characteristic of
you. I thank heaven, we have at last some artistic work
of permanent worth, done for the Government.

"I don't want to slop over; but I feel just as if we had
suddenly imported a little of Greece of the fifth or fourth
centuries B. C. into America; and am very proud and very
grateful that I personally happened to be the beneficiary.
I like the special bronze medal particularly.J'

The success of Saint-Gaudens with the Inauguration
Medal led to a conversation between the sculptor and the
President in regard to the improvement of the coinage in
which the sculptor expressed the belief that the Greek coins
offered the best models. The President took up the subject
with the Secretary of the Treasury and obtained from him
an agreement to employ Saint-Gaudens to submit designs
for the gold coins, which was done. Writing to Saint-
Gaudens on November 6,1905, the President said in regard
to these designs:

"I want to make a suggestion. It seems to me worth
while to try for a really good coinage; though I suppose
there will be a revolt about it! I was looking at some gold
coins of Alexander the Great today, and I was struck by
their high relief. Would it not be well to have our coins in
high relief, and also to have the rims raised? The point of
having the rims raised would be, of course, to protect the
figure on the coin; and if we have the figures in high relief,
like the figures on the old Greek coins, they will surely last
longer. What do you think of this ?''

Writing again to Saint-Gaudens on November 14, 1905,
the President said: